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March Meeting The Tongas Loses Protection

The Bush Administration revoked protection for over 9 million acres of pristine road-
less forest in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest before the holidays. The southeastern 
Alaska forest had been protected from road-building under the “Roadless Rule.” 

The decision to allow commercial logging in the roadless areas of the famed Tongass 
has sparked strong opposition from a range of organizations and interests. Over 450 
gun clubs from across the country signed a letter to the Forest Service emphasizing the 
world class fishing and hunting 
resources threatened by roading 
and logging in the Tongass.  
The Forest Service has received 
nearly a quarter of a million 
public comments from around 
the country on the Tongass, 
with all but 2,000 of them call-
ing for protection. 

Roading and logging has already 
taken a toll on the Tongass.  
More than 4500 miles of log-
ging road already crisscross the 
forest, and the Forest Service 
and Alaska Fish and Game De-
partment have determined that 
66 percent of road culverts across salmon and steelhead streams do not provide ade-
quate fish passage, while 85 percent of culverts across resident fish streams are inade-
quate. 

While the decision is official, TU leaders can help by contacting their elected leaders 
and asking them to support protecting all of our nation’s public lands roadless areas 
from road-building. For more information visit publiclands.tu.org or contact Wildlands 
Fisheries Coordinator Sam Mace at smace@tu.org. 

The Tuckaseigee Chapter of Trout Un-
limited will hold its regular monthly 
membership meeting on Tuesday, 
March 2, at 6:30 PM at the United 
Carolina Community Bank located on 
highway 107 south in Sylva.  The 
meeting room is at the rear of the 
building. 

Jackson County Manager, Ken West-
moreland will speak to the chapter 
about Jackson County’s position re-
garding the FERC re-licensing process 
and the County’s reasons for refusing to 
sign the stake holder agreement.  

Members and other concerned persons 
are cordially invited to attend our meet-
ing.  The Tuckaseigee Chapter is made 
up of members from Haywood, Jack-
son, Macon and Swain counties.
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The above map which was provided by 
the Park Service prior to Public Work-
shop No. 3 indicates several possible 
routes a road could take through the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. This is 
the result of studies completed by con-
sultants hired by the Park Service. There 
are 2 interior, or back country routes, 
which are very unlikely to receive serious 
consideration due to projected costs and 
environmental concerns. Also there are a 
couple of routes that involve construction 
of bridges across Fontana Lake which 
will be very expensive to build.

Here are some quotes from an article in 
the Feb. 18 - 24 issue of the Smoky 
Mountains News:

“We have an obligation to stop this damn 
fool road ... It ranks up there with the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, the log-
ging of old growth redwoods in the Pa-
cific Northwest, mining rights sales on 
public lands in Montana and Wyoming. 
and draining the Everglades wetlands in 
Florida.” 
...Luke Hyde, a business owner in Bry-

...Luke Hyde, a business owner in Bry-
son City and an attorney with a practice 
in Raleigh.

“From the perspective of the American 
taxpayer, it doesn’t make sense to build 
this incredibly expensive road that only 
a handful of people want through our 
national park. What we’re talking about 
is in Swain County, but it doesn’t be-
long to the people of Swain County and 
it doesn’t belong to the people who 
want this road built. It belongs to the 
citizens of the Unites States.” 

...Greg Kidd with the National Parks 
Conservation Association.

The Tuckaseigee Chapter of Trout Un-
limited has passed a resolution calling 
for a cash settlement to Swain County 
in lieu of constructing the proposed 
North Shore Road.

North Shore Road

Hatches this month include the Midge 
(Chironomidae) and the Little Black 
Caddis (C. aterrima).

Midge

Sizes: 20, 22, 24 & 26
Colors: Gray, Black, Cream or Olive
Thread: 8/0 to match body color
Tail: Hackle fibers to match pattern color
Body: Dubbing to match pattern color
Hackle: Sparse, to match pattern color

Little Black Caddis

Sizes: 18 & 20
Thread: 8/0 Black
Wing: Black CDC feather
Body: Black CDC feather tied in by the 
tip and wrapped

Additional flies to try this month:

BWO 16 - 18
Adams 16 - 18
Early Black Stone Fly 18
Elk Hair Caddis 14 - 16
Quill Gordon 12 - 14

March Hatches
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Preventive Dentistry
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Upcoming Projects
2004

Annual Tuckaseigee
River Clean Up

Date to be announced

Special thanks to Chapter
Member Steve Gray for

having his company
print and fold
our newsletter!

1640 East Main Street
Sylva, NC 28779
(828) 631-9166

The Little River Chapter of Trout Unlimited is hosting the 1st Annual Trout Festival in Townsend, Tennessee, June 5th  & 6th, 
2004 at the Townsend Visitors Center. A Festival Banquet & Live Auction will be held on Saturday Night June 5th. Tickets will be 
available for purchase prior to the festival weekend.

This festival is a fund raiser to continue preserving and protecting the rivers and streams in the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. Trout Unlimited plans to raise money through the booth rentals and on the banquet & auction. Talk of a casting contest is also 
on the table. All proceeds will be used for Cold Water Conservation in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and Little River 
Watershed. The Townsend Visitors Center will be the site and the crew that organizes local festivals through the Chamber of Com-
merce have offered their expertise to help us make this a great event!!!! We hope this is the first of many festivals to come!

Do you know someone that might be interested in setting up a booth at the festival? We are looking for vendors that are - artists, - 
crafters, - rod builders, - fly tiers, - sculptors & potters, - photographers, etc... - and of course anything that has to do with fishing & 
trout and cold water conservation. Vendors that have a connection to the mountains, trout or nature in general. We are hoping to at-
tract great vendors for the booths at this festival.

Also, we are looking for donated items to be auctioned off at the live auction on Saturday Night. Donations for the live auction can 
be just about anything - Items starting in the $50 range are suggested - Jewelry, art, a canoe, a weekend stay at a Bed & Breakfast or 
cabin, specialty gift baskets, gift certificates to a spa or restaurant, guided fishing trips, rods, reels, clothing, tools, etc.  We would 
prefer all donated items for the auction be NEW and NOT USED items. Since this is our first festival, the booth rental will be 
VERY affordable.

We are hoping to keep the booth rentals between $50 & $100. If you are part of an organization that is environmentally minded, we 
want you there. If you are on a board and would like to sell food to raise money for your organization, we want you there.

All booth entries will be juried. We will not be accepting vendors that sell things like doggie clothing and hula hoops. (Now if there 
is a vendor that sells backpacking gear for dogs, something like that may be accepted) We want all of the booths to be nature/outdoor 
related.

For More Information or to Receive an Info Packet Contact:

Charity Rutter at 865-448-0467 or by e-mailing <charitydesigns@bellsouth.net>, or contact
Tom Eustis at 865-681-2688 or e-mail him at <tqtom@bellsouth.net>

Little River Chapter Plans Trout Festival
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Mike Lackey - President 631-3619
e-mail: tm_lackey@msn.com
Tim Martin - Vice President 293-7080
e-mail: timmartin@southwest.cc.nc.us
Ernie Sipler - Sec./Treas. 293-7039
e-mail: esipler@earthlink.net
Larry Tucker - Program Chair 586-6448
e-mail: lwtucker@mchsi.com
Milt Wofford - Director 631-2613
e-mail: Milt.Wofford@FayPWC.com
Larry Tucker - Director 586-6448
e-mail: lwtucker@mchsi.com
Tom Massie - Director 586-4133
e-mail: Tom.Massie@ncmail.net
Willie Cope - Webmaster 586-4787
e-mail: Smonthefly@aol.com
Craig Forrest - Newsletter Editor 293-9425
e-mail: sleepyhollo1@earthlink.net

Chapter Contact Information

NEWSLETTER OF THE TUCKASEIGEE CHAPTER OF TROUT UNLIMITED
Serving Haywood, Jackson, Macon and Swain Counties

Other Contact Information

Squeak Smith - TU SE Reg. VP (828) 584-2848
Tim Wilhelm - NC TU Council Chair (704) 442-1253

 - TU Nat’l Resource BD.(     )      -
Scott Loftis - Fisheries Biologist WRC (828) 452-0422
NC Wildlife Violations            1-800-662-7137
TVA Information            1-800-238-2264
Tuckaseigee River Water Schedule (828) 369-4559
Nantahala River Water Schedule (828) 369-4556
Tennessee Wildlife Commission (615) 781-6500
TU National Office            1-703-522-0200
Kim Ryals - TU SE Coordinator (828) 275-3346
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