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NOTICE
Meeting Date
Changel!!l

Next Month’s Meeting

rout Unlimited, Tuckaseigee Chapter, will hold its next

regular monthly member ship meeting on Monday,

January 6, 6:30 PM a the United Community Bank on
highway 107 south in Sylva Themeeting room is & therear of the
building.

The program for the January meeting will be a presentation by
Scott Loftis, Fisheries Biologist with the NC Wildlife Resources
Commission. In addition, District 9 Cammisg oner Bob Setzer says
that there will bean atorney with the Commission present to dis-
cuss the concerns of the Wildlife Commission regarding the
privatization recently of anearly 2 milestretch of the Tuckase gee
river. Thiswill bethe program that was canceled |ast month dueto
the ice storm.
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NCWRC News

heN.C. WildlifeResources Commission will conduct its

annud publichearingsin January at ninelocations across

the state At each hearing, Wildlife Commission biolo-
gistswill explain each of theproposed changesto the states hunt-
ing, fishing and trgpping regulaions. Members of the public will
then be dlowed to ask questions about the proposds or to state
their opinions. Commentswill beforwarded to thecommission to
review beforeit votes on the changes this spring. Any proposals
that are gpproved would takeeffect during the 2003-2004 hunting,
fishing and trapping sessons.

Thisyearsannud publichearingsfor District 9 will occur on Janu-
ary 14th once again a Southwestern Community Collegein Sylva
Comments may be submitted onlineat the NCWRC web sites
http:/Avww.ncwildlife org/

Written comments can be submitted via snail mail here:

NC WildlifeResources Commission Regul aions

Inland Fisheries Division

cd/oDiane Renz

1721 Mail Service Center

Rdegh, NC 27699-1721

All comments must be received by February 17, 2003.

Proposed Changesin Fishing Regul ationsfor 2003-2004
Thefollowing changesin the statewi defishing regul &ions are pro-
posed by the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commisgon, and are of-
fered for your comments, opinions and suggestions.

GAME FISH

TROUT

F-1. SwannanoaRiver (Buncombe County) Extend the lower

continued on page -2-



Continued from page-1-

boundary of the Hatchery Supported trout water to theWood Av-
enue Bridge

Justification: The scheduled destruction of the previous lower
boundary landmark makes it necessary to establish anew lower
boundary that also adds 0.5 miles to designated public mountain
trout water.

F-2. Richland Creek (Haywood County) Redesignate thiswater
from Ddayed Harvest to Hatchery Supported trout water.

Justification: With the addition nearby of new Deayed Havest
waters, thisredesignation will better serve Haywood County Parks
visitors.

F-3. Tuckasdgee River (Jackson County)Claify that the lower
boundary is the SR 1534 bridge a Wilmot.

Justification: Theproposd will properly identify thelower bound-
ay.

F-4.  Spillcorn Creek (Madison County) Redesignatethiswater
from Wild/Naural Bait to Hachery Supported trout water.

Justification: Some adjacent landowners have agreed to remove
posted signswith theredesignation, preserving thestream’sind u-
sioninthe designated public mountain trout waters program.

F-5. Gorges State Pak (Transylvania County) Designate dl
streams|ocated on Gorges State Park as Designated Public M oun-
tain Trout Watersand further classify them asWild trout wéter.

Justification: The streams support naturally reproducing popul &
tions of wild trout and will provide additiona public mountain
trout waters.

F-6. Catal Cresk (Yancey County) Designate this water as
Designated Public Mountain Trout Weters and further classify it
asWild trout water.
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Justification: Thestream supports naturdly reproducing wild trout
and will provide an additiond publicmountain trout weter.

SPAWNING AREAS

F-7. Cape Fear River (Bladen County) Prohibit fishing within
thebypass channd to be constructed for fish passagearound Lock
and Dam 1.

Justification: The proposd will protect migratory fish incduding
whiteshad and stri ped bass whileconcentrated in the bypass chan-
nd on their way upstream to spawn.

PROHIBITED FISHES

F-8. Add the snakehead fish (Family Channidae), swamp (rice)
ed and red shiner to thelist of fish species prohibited in North
Caolina

Justification: Theseexoticfish present significant potentid threats
to North Carolina's native fish and other aquatic life

FISH HATCHERIES

F9. Permit fishingon McKinney Lake Reservoir a the McKinney
Lake Fish Hatchery.

Justification: Fishing is currently permitted on McKinney Lake
and this proposd is necessary to continue tha practice when the
lakeis transferred from federal to state hachery property.

BLACK BASS

F-10. Reestablishthedefault 12-inch minimum sizelimit with
atwo fish exemption for spotted bass on W. Kerr Scott Reservoir
in Wilkes County.

Continued on page-3-
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Justification: The presence of larger spotted bass in the lake now
makes the current specid regulaion for spotted bass unnecessary.

F-11.  Establish aminimum size limit of 14 inches with no ex-
ception for largemouth bass in dl public fishing waters eest of |-
95, except Tar River Reservoir.

Justification: Eliminating thesize limit exemption will help more
bass surviveto exceed 14 inchesin length. Theproposd conserves
smal bass in esstern waers where bass reproductive success is
often inconsi stent.

F-12. Establish al4-inch minimum size limitwith no exception
for largemouth bassin theentire Yadkin-Pee Dee River from Idols
Dam to the South Carolina State line.

Justification: The proposal will provide uniform largemouth bass
regul aions within North Carolina s Yadkin-Pee Dee River bd ow
Idols Dam.

F-13. Establish al16-inch minimum size limitwith no exception
for largemouth bass in Buckhorn Reservoir in Wilson and Nash

AQUATIC ADVENTURES
Fred Eldridge
Corporate TU Member

* FLY RODS, REELS & GEAR
* FLY CASTING INSTRUCTION
* FLIES FOR TROUT & BASS

828-524-7532
Cdl - 269-4656
fkd dred@dnet, net
1025 Bethed Church Rd.
Franklin, NC 28734

counties.

Justification: Locad county parks and recreation officid s have asked
for the proposa to protect largemouth bass in this new impound-
ment.

CRAPRE

F-14. Establish an 8-inch minimum size limit and a 20-fish per
day cred limit for crappiein theentire Yadkin-Pee Dee River from
Idols Dam to the South Carolina Stateline and in Lake Norman.

Justification: The proposd will provide uniform crappie regula
tions within North Carolind s Yadkin-Pee Dee River below Idols
Dam and meet angler requests for more protective crappieregul a
tionson Lake Norman.

F-15. Establish a 20-fish per day creel limit for crgppiein
Buckhorn Reservoir in Wilson and Nash counties.

Justification: Locad county parks and recreation officid s have asked
for theproposd to protect crgppie in thisnew impoundment.

WALLEY E

F-16. Claify that a 15-inch minimum size limitexistsfor wall-
eye taken from LakeJames and itstributaries.

Justification: The existing Lake James waleyerule is not dearly
identified as an exemption to the generd waleye reguldionsin
the NCAC.

NONGA ME FISHES

F-17.  Prohibit the possession of grass carp in Lake James and
Mountain Island Reservoir.

Justification: Theproposd protects grass carp in Secific siteswhere
they have been stocked to control aquatic vegetation.

T.J.Wal ker
(828 586-3898

'\zwgw dillsboroinn.com
; " tolIfree 866-586-3898
ou _«' _emaJI. info@dillsboroinn.com

Dillsboro Inn 146 North River Road

Comeisit our frontyard POBox 270
ariver runsthroughit Dillsboro, NC 28725
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F-18. Establish aminimum cargpacesize limit for bluecrab of 5
inches (point to point) and acred limit of 50 blue crabs per day
per person, not to exceed 100 per day per vessd in inland fishing
waers.

Justification: Theproposd isintended to limit bluecrab harvestin
inland weters.

F-19. Prohibit thepossession of morethan 200 freshwater mus-
sds, induding the Asiatic dam (Corbicula flumencia), from im-
pounded waters.

Justification: The proposd will stop the commercid sae of unin-
spected meat from freshwater dams originaing in North Caro-
lina

F-20. Add the following waters to the Community Fishing wa
terswhere the daily cred limit on channel, whiteand blue catfish
is6fish:

*  Hagan-Stone Park Ponds (Guilford County
*  Reedy Creek Park Ponds (M ecklenburg County)
*  Bond Park Lake(Wake County)

Justification: These sites are being added to the Community Fish-
ing Lakes program where the cred limit isused to spread the har-
vest of stocked catfish among participating anglers.

F-21. Establish a daily possession limit of no more than 25

ROBERSON SUPPLY
INCORPORATED
HARDWARE - PLUMBING
BUILDING MATERIAL
TOYS

472 EAST MAIN STREET
SYLVA, NC 28779
(828) 586-4358

Tuck Tales Page 4

herring (d ewife and blueback in aggregate) greater than 6-inches
in length in theinland fishing waters of coastd rivers and their
tri butari es extending upstream to thefirstimpoundment of themain
course on theriver or itstributaries.

Justification: The proposd will dlow limited possession of her-
ring for consumption or bait while assisting the recovery of de-
pressed coastd herring populétions.

SPECIAL FISHING DEVICES

F-22. Reguiretha all ed potswith mesh sizessmaler than one
inch by one-half inch set in inland waters possess an escape panel.

Justification: It isillega to possess eds smdler than 6 inchesin
length. Ed potswith smal mesh sizes must havean escape pand
to prevent capturing these smal eds.

F-23. Establishalimited gill net fishery from March 15to April
15 (Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays only) for herring in Town
Cresk in Brunswick County by adlowing onenet, lessthan 50yards
in length, to be fished per person. Each net must be constantly
atended and adaily possession limitof 25 herring observed.

Justification: Locd fishers have requested a gill net fishery for
herring.

PRIMARY NURSERY AREAS

F-24.  Secify that primary nursery areas in inland waters are
designated based on extensive sampling by the Wildlife Resources
Commission or the Division of Marine Fisheries.

Justification: Theproposd will darify how primary nursery areas
are identified.

F-25. Add Peter Mashoes and Spencer creeksin Dare County to
thelist of primary nursery areas in inland waters.

Justification: Juvenilefish concentrations meat thecriteriafor pri-
mary nursery area designation.

GAME LANDS

F-26. North Fork Catawba River (McDowell County) Exclude
the portion of the North Fork Caawba River downstream of the
mouth of Armstrong Creek from the Designated Public Mountain
Trout Waters program.

Justification: Theareaispopul ar with catfish anglers and the pro-
posd will dlow night fishing, multiple hooks, and bait fishing.
There is no significant trout resource in the site. The change will
remove 2 miles of water from designated public mountan trout
water.



USFWS News

Needmore Tract Secured a Little Tennessee River
December 4, 2002

Rd esse from:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

After nearly three years of study, discussions with The Naure
Conservancy and plenty of 1obbying from residents, Crescent Re-
sources hasreached an agreement to sell more than 4,600 acresin
Macon and Swain Counties, North Caroling, for alittlemorethan
$19 million.

Crescent Resources announced Wednesday December 4, 2002, that
it accepted a letter of intent to purchase the land, known as the
Needmore property, from the North Carolina Chapter of The Na
ture Conservancy. TNC is acting on behdf of the state. Theland
will be transferred to the state and managed as game land by the
Wildlife Resources Commission.

TNC and the State have 12 months to come up with themoney and
cosethe deal. TheU.S. Fish and Wildlife Servicegranted $2 mil-
lion toward the project back in August from its Recovery Land
Acquisition Grants Program. The Wil dlife Resources Commission
is dso seeking about $13 million in grant money from the state
Clean Water Management Trust Fund.

While the Needmore Trect is recogni zed throughout North Caro-
lina and the nation as an area of exceptiond biologicd signifi-
cance, locdly it isdso recognized asthe heart of therurd commu-
nities of Macon and Swain Counties. Today’s announcement will
protect both thebiologicd resources aswell astherural communi-
tiesdong theLittle Tennessee River.

The Needmore Tract buffers one of the best remaining examples
of what Southern Appal achian rivers should look like Infact, the
Little Tennessee River through the Needmore Tract still contains
itsfull complement of origind species-theonly mgor riverinthe
Blue Ridge to do so. Other Needmore superlatives indude

* 27 miles of Little Tennessee River frontage, over haf of the
river between Franklin and Lake Fontana

* 37 miles of tributary streams, more of which are being docu-
mented to providehabitat for the spotfin chub during late summer/
fdl

*  Half of dl the native freshwater fish speciesin NC, incdluding
the spotfin chub, the “sicklefin” redhorse, and olive darter.

*  Thegregtest diversity of freshwater mussds in the state, in-
cluding the Appal achian elktoeand littlewing pearlymussd

*  Criticd wildlifehabitat in the wetlands and f orests surround-
ingtheriver

*  Keystone to the forested corridor connecting the Nantahda
and Cowee Mountan ranges, providing pathways for black bears
and other migrating wildlife

For additiond information, check out the web page for The Land
Trust for The Little Tennessee a http://www Itlt.org/

Information provided by:
Mak A. Cantrdl

U.S.Fish & WildlifeService
160 Zillicoa Strest
Asheville, NC 28801
828/258-3939, ext 227
mak_a_cantrell @fws.gov

NPS News

Great Smoky Mountai ns Nationa ParksAir Qudity Specidist, Jim
Renfro, received nationd recognition in November when he was
presented with the prestigious Stephen T. Mather Award from the
Nationd Parks Conservation Association (NPCA). Renfro was
recognized for his extraordinary success in rasing public avare-
ness of air quality issueswhilebuilding aninvduable database on
the leves and effects of pollution on resources and visitor enjoy-
ment of Americas most-visited nationd park.

NPCAs Southesst Regiond Director, Don Barger, who presented
the award at the Nationd Pak Service Ranger Rendezvous sad,
“Jim embodies the highest standards of stewardship and personal
dedication to thenationa park ideal of anyone | haveever known.
By producing high-quality data and interacting relentlessly with
patiesfrom every interest, Jim has placed thewdfareof our parks
into thepublicdebate on ar pollution. In addition, hehas become
amaster at translaing complex data into understandabl e informa
tion for avariety of audiences. Basicdly, Jm Renfro has created
thepath for the leaders to follow.”

Named for the first director of the National Park Service, the
Stephen T. Mather Award is given annudly to people who have
demonstrated i niti ative and resourceful nessin promoting environ-
mentd protection in the nationa parks; who have teken signifi-
cant action where others have hesitated; and who exemplify the
principles and practices of good stewardship of the parks.

THE SYLVA

DAVID S. McGUIRE
DDS
Preventive and
Restorative Dentistry

45 King Street
Sylva, N.C. 28779

(828) 631-3283
(888) 585-2400

HEHRALD ..

Specid Thanks to Chapter
Member Steve Gray for
having his company
print and fol d
our newsletter!
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Chapter Contact Information

Willie Cope - President 586-4787
email: Smonthefly@aol.com

Glenn Caushy - Vice President 586-4285
email: fgcausby @msn.com

SteveYurkovich - Sec./Treas. 293-5717
email: yurkovic@jackson.man.nc.us

Hoyt Roberson, Jr. - Program Chair 586-4358
email: flypfly2@aol.com

JoeBurgess- Director 586-3591
email: flyfisherwjb@cs.com

Mike Lackey - Director 631-3619
email: MiLackey@aol.com

David McGuire - Director 631-3283
email: megfam@gte net

Willie Cope - Webmaster 586-4787
email: Smonthefly@aol.com

Crag Forrest - Newsletter Editor 293-9425

email: sleepyhollol@earthlink.net
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Other Contact Information

Kirk Otey - TU SE Regiond VP

Sam Ogburn - NC TU Council Chair
Squesk Smith - TU Na’'l. Resource Bd.
Jim Borawa - NCWRC

Scott Loftis- Fsheries Biologist WRC
NC WildlifeViolaions

TVA Information

Tuckasagee River Water Schedule
Nantahala River Water Schedule
Tennessee Wildlife Commission
TU Naiond Office

Kim Ryds - TU SE Coordinator
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(704) 332-8232

(336) 924-6622
(828) 584-2848

(828) 299-7023

(828) 452-0422

1-800-662-7137
1-800-238-2264

(828) 369-4559

(828) 369-4556
(615) 781-6500
1-703-522-0200
(828) 275-3346
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